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now King of Navarre, and a brilliant company to Chenon~
ceaux for a happy week of festivities to celebrate the cessation
of the war. These were varied and picturesque.

"Naval battles and water fetes on the Cher were followed
by fireworks and torchlight dances in the long galleries, while
spirited encounters took place in the woods and gardens be-
tween troops of gentlemen and ladies of the court disguised
as satyrs and nymphs." *2

Having been so successful in causing the two parties to
make peace, Catherine's next move was to bind them together
as much as possible by urging that it was the duty of all
Frenchmen to combine to drive the English from French soil.
And entirely owing to her own enthusiasm on this point, she
was able three months later to assemble an army commanded
by the leaders of both parties, which advanced to attack the
English in Rouen, and which she herself accompanied^going
into the battle herself, and saying that she ''would never rest
until she had driven the English out of France." The cam-
paign was entirely successful, and in July the English force
surrendered, and France was once more free from foreign in-
vasion. It was the last time for many a long day that the two
parties of Frenchmen were to be found fighting on the same
side.

Peace having been thus brought to France for a time,
Catherine caused Charles IX, now fourteen, to be installed
at Rouen, and then took him on a prolonged tour through
France, both to make him acquainted with his kingdom and
also to keep the court away from Paris, where religious ani-
mosity was always ready to break out. This tour lasted
nearly two years, from the spring of 1564 to the end of 1565,
in the course of which the court visited nearly all the principal
places in southern France. The court numbered over eight
hundred persons, accompanied by a huge retinue of servants,
and there are graphic accounts of this immense progress*